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Memorandum 

 

TO:   City Council Members 

FROM:   Planning, Housing and Community Development 

DATE: March 11, 2014 

RE:    117 N. Griswold Street, Off-Premise Advertising Sign (“Billboard”) 

 

 

SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL 

Park Outdoor Advertising (POA) has submitted a proposal to erect one off-premise advertising sign, 

commonly known as billboards, at the above referenced site.  the 75-foot tall sign would contain two 14- by 

48-foot (672 square foot)  sign faces oriented toward, and primarily viewable from, Interstate 81 and the 

entry and exit ramps onto the Brandywine Highway (see enclosed photo simulation).  The proposed new sign 

totals 1,344 square feet.  Off-premise advertising signs are generally prohibited within the City of 

Binghamton, except upon a permit issued by the City Council.   

PLANNING COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION 

Pursuant to the City of Binghamton Sign Regulations, the applicant was first required to submit the proposal 

to the Planning Commission for their review and recommendation to the City Council.   On March 3, 2014, 

The Planning Commission reviewed POA’s request and voted 6-1 to recommend that the City Council 

DENY the proposal.  The Commission further moved that in the event that Council approves this 

proposal Park Outdoor America must remove two (2) square feet of sign area within the Binghamton 

city limits for every one (1) square feet of sign area created as a result of this proposal.   

In recommending denial the Planning Commission considered the following criteria: 

(a) Whether the proposed sign will have a substantial or undue adverse effect upon adjacent properties, 

the character of the neighborhood, traffic safety, and other matters affecting the public health, safety 

and general welfare.  

 

(b) Whether the proposed sign will be constructed or arranged so as not to dominate the immediate 

vicinity or interfere with the development or use of neighboring property.  

 

(c) Whether the proposed design will result in the destruction, loss or damage of any natural, scenic or 

historic features of significant importance.  
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(d) Whether the proposed design will be compatible with the physical environment and aesthetically 

harmonious with the surrounding area.  

 

(e) Whether the proposed location and placement of the sign will create any traffic or safety hazards.  

 

(f) Whether the placement of the sign is necessary or desirable to provide a service which is in the 

interest of public convenience or which contributes to the general welfare of the community. 

 

Based upon the above criteria, the Commission found the following: 

 

1. That the applicant’s proposal does not provide any discernible benefit to the City of Binghamton; 

 

2. That the applicant’s proposal would negatively impact the physical environment and contribute 

negatively to the aesthetic of the surrounding area; 

 

3. That the applicant has provided no compelling evidence that the proposed billboards are necessary or 

desirable or providing a public convenience. 
 

If Council requires the removal of signs pursuant to the Commission’s recommend it is suggested that the 

locations of signs to be removed be negotiated by City Council and Park Outdoor and approved by Council.  

In addition, signs that are agreed upon for removal should be removed prior to the issuance of a permit for 

the proposed sign.     

  

 

BROOME COUNTY’S RECOMMENDATION 

Pursuant to Section 239 –l and –m of the General Municipal Law, the proposal was also reviewed by Broome 

County Department of Planning and Economic Development.  The County found that permitting these signs 

would be contrary to the recently adopted Broome County Comprehensive Plan, to the vision statement for 

the Brandywine Corridor, would add to sign clutter and would adversely affect community character.  

Therefore, Broome County has recommended DENIAL of the proposal.  Please see enclosed letter dated 

March 3, 2014.   

Under Municipal Law 239, the County’s denial of the project can only be overridden with a majority 

plus one vote of the full City Council.  A simple majority vote by the Council would be required to 

deny the project.  

As part of the 239 review Broome County forwarded the proposal to New York Department of 

Transportation (DOT).  Please see enclosed letter dated February 21, 2014.   

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
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Within 30 days, or such longer period as may be agreed upon by the applicant, of receipt and review of the 

written recommendation of the Planning Commission, the Common Council shall either deny the permit or, 

by duly adopted ordinance, approve the permit, with or without modifications to be accepted by the applicant 

as a condition of such approval. Per the Sign Regulations, inaction by the City Council within the 

aforementioned time period shall be deemed a final denial of the permit.   
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